Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GEORGE 00807 212121Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

212122Z 052823 /46 

R 21 1820Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4528 

CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 0807 

STADIS ////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN FROM BLACKEN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, GY 

SUBJECT: US SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN LATIN AMERICA 

REF: STATE 83680 

1 . WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE THAT DURING FY77 AND FY78 GUYANA WILL 
BE SEEKING SECURITY ASSISTANCE FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

2. ALTHOUGH PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM. FOREIGN MINISTER WILLS AND 
OTHER HIGH GUYANESE OFFICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN THAT 
NEIGHBORS SUCH AS SURINAM ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FMS PURCHASES IN THE 
UNITED STATES WHEREAS GUYANA IS NOT ELIGIBLE, THEIR CONCERN IS 
OVER THE FACT THAT THIS UNEQUAL TREATMENT SIGNIFIES A NEGATIVE 
US ATTITUDE TOWARD GUYANA. FOR SYMBOLIC AND POLITICAL REASONS, 
GUYANA WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED AMONG THE NATIONS THAT ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR US FMS PURCHASES. HOWEVER, DUE TO THEIR FINANCIAL 
SITUATION. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE THAT THEY WILL ACTIVELY 

SEEK A US POLICY DECISION THAT GUYANA IS ELIGIBLE TO 
MAKE SUCH PURCHASES. 
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